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An LDEQ accredited asbestos inspector performs an inspection whereby all suspect Asbestos 
Containing Material (ACM) is sampled and samples are analyzed by an LDEQ accredited 
laboratory, utilizing Polarized Light Microscopy (PLM): 
 
This includes but is not limited to: 
 
1- Friable material such as walls, ceilings, insulating materials, floor coverings, fire proofing, 
window caulking, etc; 
2- Category I nonfriable ACM that has become friable;  
3- Category I nonfriable ACM that will be or has been subjected to sanding, grinding, cutting, or 
abrading, in accordance with 40 CFR Subpart M-National Emission Standard for Asbestos, 
61.141. Definitions; and 
4- Category II nonfriable ACM that has a high probability of becoming or has become crumbled, 
pulverized, or reduced to powder by the forces expected to act on the material in the course of 
demolition or renovation operations. 
 
Category II material such as cement asbestos containing roofing shingles and siding are to be 
assumed ACM.   
 
The number of samples taken shall be in accordance with the Asbestos Hazard Emergency 
Response Act (AHERA). Where feasible, AHERA should be employed with the exception of a 
partial inspection. 
 
An inspector may make a determination that Category I material such as resilient floor covering, 
caulking, etc. is in good condition by administering hand pressure.  If the material is not friable 
and in good condition, it is not necessary to sample the material because it is Category 1 in good 
condition that does not have a high probability of becoming regulated ACM, and is therefore 
considered to be non regulated. 
 
Partial Inspection 
Where a “thorough inspection” can be conducted on the majority of the structure, including 
sampling of suspect ACM if any is present, that procedure will be completed to the extent 
possible.  If suspect RACM is present and verified by sampling to be RACM, the structure will 
be demolished and disposed as RACM.  In the case where the partial inspection reveals either no 
suspect RACM or sampling demonstrates that no RACM is present, that part of the structure will 
be demolished as C&D debris.     
 
After the unstable/inaccessible portions of the structure are made safe and accessible, the 
accredited asbestos inspector will verify that the materials in that part of the structure are 
homogeneous with the materials that were inspected during the partial inspection.  If determined 
to be homogeneous and no other RACM is identified, the remainder of the structure will be 
determined to be C&D debris. However, if the inspector determines that the materials in the 
unstable/inaccessible portion of the structure are not homogeneous or that RACM is present, the 
unstable/inaccessible portion of the structure will be demolished and disposed as RACM.           
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